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Letter of Father Jacques Bigot, of the Society
of Jesus, to a Father of the same Society.

From the Abnaqui Country,
[October 26,] 1699.

Y REVEREND FATHER,
Pax Christi.

I started about the end of the month of
august to go to one of our missions of Acadia, to
take the place of my brother, who was in poor
health. I reached the mission on the vigil of the
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin, when I had in the
first place the consolation of confessing and giving
communion, with him, to more than two hundred of
our savages. As that is the first winter that we have
passed in this village, which has been but recently
established,” I must confess that I had to endure
some discomfort as regards lodging and food; but
all these things are nothing in comparison with the
consolation that I have experienced in enjoying the
fruits of my brother’s labors in this mission, and in
finding very great fervor in most of the savages.
We cannot enter their chapel without finding some
one adoring Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament.
They incite one another to the performance of this
holy devotion, and endeavor thereby to show how
grateful they are for the honor done them by that
hidden God, in thus remaining in their poor chapel.
Some of them come as early as three o’clock in the
morning; many pass two whole hours there on their



